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ABOUT TOM FORD

TOM FORD WAS BORN IN AUSTIM, TEXAS, BUT SPENT
MOST OF HIS CHILDHOOD IN SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO.
DURING HIS TEENS, FORD MOVED TO NEW YORK AND
ENROLLED AT NEW YORK UMIVERSITY, INITIALLY
ATTENDING COURSES IN ART HISTORY. HE LATER
REDIRECTED HIS STUDIES TO CONCENTRATE ON
ARCHITECTURE AT PARSOMNS SCHOOL OF DESIGN IN NEW
YORK AND PARIS, CONCLUDING HIS TRAINING AT
PARSONS IN NEW YORK.

IN 1990, TOM FORD MOVED TO MILAN TO JOIN GUCCI AS
THE COMPANY'S WOMENSWEAR DESIGNER. IM 1992, HE
BECAME DESIGN DIRECTOR AND IN 1994 HE WAS
APPOINTED CREATIVE DIRECTOR OF GUCCI. HE WAS
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE DESIGN OF ALL PRODUCT LINES,
FROM CLOTHING TO PERFUMES, ANMD FOR THE GROUP’'S
CORPORATE IMAGE, ADVERTISING CAMPAIGHNS AND
STORE DESIGM.

IM JAMUARY 2000, FOLLOWING THE ACQUISITION OF
YWVES SAINT LAURENT AND YSL BEAUTE BY THE GUCCI
GROUP, TOM FORD ASSUMED THE POSITION OF CREATIVE
DIRECTOR OF YVES SAINT LAURENT RIVE GAUCHE AND
¥SL BEAUTE IN ADDITION TO HIS THEN EXISTING DUTIES
AT GUCCI. FORD WORKED WITH ALL CREATIVE TEAMS AT
¥SL TO DEFIME THE OVERALL IMAGE AND POSITIONING
OF THE ¥5L BRAND INCLUDING ALL PRODUCT
CATEGORIES AND COMMUNICATION ACTIVITIES. FORD
ALSO SERVED AS CREATIVE DIRECTOR OF GUCCI GROUR.
IN JULY 2002 HE WAS MADE VICE CHAIRMAN OF THE
MAMNAGEMENT BOARD OF GUCCI GROUP. IN APRIL 2004,
FORD RESIGMED FROM HIS POST AT GUCCI GROUP
FOLLOWING A BUYOUT BY PINAULT PRINTEMPS
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IN MARCH 2005, FORD ANNOUNCED THE OPENING OF HIS
FILM PRODUCTION COMPANY, FADE TO BLACK, THROUGH
WHICH HE DIRECTED, PRODUCED AND CO-WROTE HIS
FIRST FEATURE FILM EMTITLED ‘A SINGLE MAN'. ADAPTED
FROM THE CHRISTOPHER ISHERWOOD NOVEL OF THE
SAME NAME. THE FILM STARS COLIN FIRTH, JULIANNE
MOORE, MATTHEW GOODE AND NICHOLAS HOULT. ‘A
SINGLE MAN PREMIERED AT THE 66TH ANNUAL VENICE
FILM FESTIVAL AND WAS RELEASED IN DECEMBER 2009,
THE FILM RECEIVED MULTIPLE AWARDS AND
NOMINATIONS INCLUDING AN ACADEMY AWARD
MOMINATION FOR BEST ACTOR FOR COLIM FIRTH,
INDEPENDEMNT SPIRIT AWARD NOMINATIONS FOR BEST
FIRST FEATURE AND BEST FIRST SCREENPLAY FOR TOM
FORD, GOLDEN GLOBE MOMINATIONS FOR COLIN FIRTH
AND JULIANNE MOORE FOR BEST ACTOR AND BEST
SUPPORTING ACTRESS, BEST ACTOR AWARDS FOR COLIN
FIRTH AT THE VENICE FILM FESTIVAL AND THE BAFTA'S,
AND OUTSTANDING FILM (WIDE RELEASE) FOR TOM
FORD AT THE GLAAD MEDIA AWARDS.

TOM FORD'S SUCCESS HAS BEEN RECOGNIZED BY A
NUMBER OF AWARDS INCLUDING: FIVE AWARDS FROM
THE PRESTIGIQUS COUNCIL OF FASHION DESIGMNERS OF
AMERICA (CFDA) (1995), (2001), (2002), (2004), (2008);
FOUR WH-1/ VOGUE FASHION AWARDS (19953, (1996),
(1999), (2002), PEQPLE MAGAZINE'S 50 MOST BEAUTIFLIL
PEOPLE (1997); THE FASHION EDITOR'S CLUB OF JAPAN
(FEC) (2000), TWO ACE AWARDS FROM THE US
ACCESS0RY COUMCIL (2001) AND (2006) IN
RECOGNITION OF HIS NEW SUMGLASS LINE; THE STYLE
ICON AWARD AT THE 1999 ELLE STYLE AWARDS (UK}, THE
BRITISH GQ INTERNATIONAL MAN OF THE YEAR AWARD
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DURING FORD'S 10 YEARS AS CREATIVE DIRECTOR AT
GUCCI AND GUCCI GROWUP, SALES INCREASED FROM 230
MILLION DOLLARS IN 1994 TO ALMOST 3 BILLION DOLLARS
IN 2003, MAKING GUCCI ONE OF THE LARGEST AND MOST
PROFITABLE LUXURY BRANDS IN THE WORLD.

IN APRIL 2005, FORD ANNQUNCED THE CREATION OF
THE TOM FORD BRAND. FORD WAS JOINED IN THIS
VENTURE BY FORMER GUCCI GROUP PRESIDENT AND
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER DOMENICO DE S0OLE, WHO
SERVES AS CHAIRMAN OF THE COMPANY. IN THAT SAME
YEAR, FORD ANNOUNCED HIS PARTMERSHIP WITH
MARCOLIN GROUP TO PRODUCE AND DISTRIBUTE
OPTICAL FRAMES AND SUNGLASSES, AS WELL AS AN
ALLIANCE WITH ESTEE LAUDER TO CREATE THE TOM
FORD BEAUTY BRAND. BOTH THE EYEWEAR AMND
BEAUTY COLLECTIOMS HAVE BEEM HUGELY SUCCESSFUL
AMD RAMNK IN THE TOP 3 BRANDS AT SPECIALTY STORES
WORLDWIDE.

IN APRIL 2007, HIS FIRST DIRECTLY OWNED FLAGSHIP
STORE OPENED IN NEW YORK AT 845 MADISON AVENUE
AMND COIMCIDED WITH THE DEBUT OF THE TOM FORD
MENSWEAR AND ACCESSORY COLLECTION. IN
SEPTEMBER 2010, DURING AN INTIMATE PRESENTATION
AT HIS MADISON AVENUE FLAGSHIP, FORD PRESENTED
HIS MUCH ANTICIPATED WOMENSWEAR COLLECTION ON
S0OME OF HIS STYLE ICONS INCLUDING LAUREN HUTTON
AND BEYONCE KNOWLES. PRESENTLY, THERE ARE 98
FREESTANDING TOM FORD STORES AND SHOP-IN-SHOPS
IN LOCATIONS SUCH AS MILAN, TOKYO, LAS VEGAS,
DUBAI, ZURICH, NEW DELHI, SHANGHA| AND RUSSIA

INTERNATIONAL'S NIGHT OF STARS (USA, 2000); BEST
FASHION DESIGNER, TIME MAGAZINE (2001); GQ
DESIGMER OF THE YEAR (USA, 2001); THE FASHION
DESIGN ACHIEVEMENT AWARD AT THE COOPER HEWITT
DESIGN MUSEUM™S MATIONAL DESIGM AWARD (2003). IN
MARCH 2004, TOM FORD WAS HONORED FOR HIS
COMTRIBUTIONS TO THE WORLDS OF FASHIOM AMD FILM
WITH THE RODEQC DRIVE WALK OF STYLE AWARD. THAT
SAME YEAR, HE WAS INDUCTED INTO THE
INTERNATIONAL BEST DRESSED LIST HALL OF FAME. IN
2005, HE RECEIVED THE ANDRE LEON TALLEY LIFETIME
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD FROM THE SAVANNAH COLLEGE
OF ART AND DESIGHN, IN MARCH 2007, GLAAD HONORED
TOM FORD WITH THE VITO RUSSO AWARD. IN 2009, HE
WAS HONORED AS OME OF GQ USA'S MEM OF THE YEAR
AND WAS SELECTED AS GQ GERMANY'S MAN OF THE
YEAR. IN 2010, TOM FORD WAS NOMIMATED FOR A CFDA
FOR MENSWEAR DESIGNER OF THE YEAR. IN 2011 TOM
FORD WAS NAMED THE STATUS MAGAZINE
INTERNATIONAL MAN OF THE YEAR IN GREECE AND ELLE
UK'S INTERNATIOMAL DESIGNER OF THE YEAR, AS WELL
AS GQ RUSSIA'S MAN OF THE DECADE AND HARPER'S
BAZAAR UK'S MOST IMPORTANT “MAN IN A WOMAN'S
WORLD." IN 2013 FORD WAS AWARDED DESIGNER

OF THE YEAR AT THE GG UK AWARD CEREMOMNY. HE
WILL ALSO RECEIVE THE GECFFREY BEEME LIFETIME
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD AT THE 2014 CFDA AWARDS

FORD CURRENTLY LIVES IM LOS ANGELES, LONDON AND
SANTA FE.
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