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L’Oreal commits to end role in deforestation
Greenpeace urges L'Oreal to implement policy
without delay
Press release - 30 January, 2014

Jakarta, 30 January 2014 – L’Oreal, the world’s largest beauty and cosmetics company, has committed to
remove forest destruction from its products by 2020. Greenpeace expects other companies to follow with
more ambitious timelines.

“In a win for consumers around the world, L’Oreal has committed to ending its role in forest destruction.
Thousands of people in Indonesia and around the world who have signed up demanding forest-friendly products
will be turning their eyes to companies such as P&G, the producer of Heads & Shoulders, and Colgate Palmolive
to guarantee that they too are not peddling dirty palm oil from forest destruction,” said Bustar Maitar, head of the
Indonesia Forest Campaign at Greenpeace International.

L’Oreal now joins Nestle, Unilever and Ferrero, which have committed to No Deforestation policies. Other palm oil
giants are starting to move too, with the largest palm oil trader in the world, Wilmar International, committing to a
No Deforestation policy late last year due to public pressure from NGOs and consumers.

“While L'Oreal' and Unilever's No Deforestation commitments send a strong signal to the sector, they still allow
their suppliers six more years to clear forests. With global warming and rapid biodiversity loss, we urge these
companies to guarantee consumers that their products will be free from forest destruction before their 2020
deadline,” said Bustar.

Committing to a policy is just the first step to guaranteeing consumers are not made part of forest destruction
through the products they consume daily. Greenpeace will continue to push L’Oreal and other companies in
Greenpeace’s Tiger Challenge to take their policies from words to action.

The palm oil sector is the greatest single cause of deforestation in Indonesia. Ministry of Forestry maps show that
Indonesia is losing some 620,000ha of rainforest every year (an area greater than the size of Brunei), and is
pushing iconic species such as the as few as 400 Sumatran Tiger to the edge of extinction. Palm oil’s expansion
into New Guinea and Africa is already threatening forests, sparking controversy and conflict with local
communities.

 

Note to editors:

1.     Greenpeace International has revealed how companies sourcing policies expose consumers to forest
destruction in the Tiger Challenge: www.greenpeace.org/tigerchallenge

2.     L’Oreal’s commitment can be seen here: http://www.loreal.com/news/loreal-committed-to-0-deforestation-by-
2020.aspx

Media contact:

Tristan Tremschnig, Communications Coordinator Indonesia Forests, Greenpeace International, mob: +62 812
953 893 69, email: tristan.tremschnig@greenpeace.org
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