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BP Set to Expand Gulf of Mexico Drilling
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Nearly four years after the in ​fam ​ous Gulf of Mex ​ico oil spill, BP is ex ​pand ​ing its foot ​print in the Gulf of Mex ​ico.

The Brit ​ish oil and gas gi ​ant won 24 out of 31 bids entered in an In ​teri ​or De ​part ​ment off ​shore drilling lease sale held Wed ​nes ​day,

the first time the com ​pany has been al ​lowed to par ​ti ​cip ​ate in an auc ​tion ​ing off of Gulf wa ​ters since its 16-month fed ​er ​al con ​tract

sus ​pen ​sion ended. BP will pay out more than $41 mil ​lion for the rights to ex ​plore for oil and gas along the Out ​er Con ​tin ​ent ​al Shelf.

50 oil and gas com ​pan ​ies placed bids to lease cent ​ral Gulf wa ​ters with 1.7 mil ​lion acres off the coast of Louisi ​ana, Mis ​sis ​sippi and

Alabama auc ​tioned off dur ​ing the sale. 

For over a year, BP was barred from par ​ti ​cip ​a ​tion in fed ​er ​al lease sales in the Gulf, a ver ​dict handed down in the wake of the 2010

Deep ​wa ​ter Ho ​ri ​zon oil spill. The sus ​pen ​sion was lif ​ted last week when the com ​pany reached an agree ​ment with the En ​vir ​on ​ment ​al
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Pro ​tec ​tion Agency. Now that deal is pav ​ing the way for the com ​pany’s ex ​pan ​sion in ​to cent ​ral Gulf wa ​ters.

The news ar ​rives amid linger ​ing skep ​ti ​cism from pub ​lic health and en ​vir ​on ​ment ​al safety ad ​voc ​ates who ques ​tion wheth ​er BP should

be al ​lowed to grow its base of op ​er ​a ​tions in Gulf wa ​ters.

“BP has not ad ​dressed the cul ​tur ​al prob ​lems that led to the ban in the first place,” Tyson Slo ​cum, the dir ​ect ​or of watch ​dog

or ​gan ​iz ​a ​tion Pub ​lic Cit ​izen’s en ​ergy pro ​gram, said last week when the ban on BP was lif ​ted.

 SHARE   TWEET   EMAIL  

RECOMMENDED FOR YOU

Obama Continues Efforts to Regulate Coal Industry
BY CLARE FORAN

Crude Must Be Tested Before Transport, DOT Says
BY CLARE FORAN

Obama Ordering Up More Green Power
BY BEN GEMAN

TransCanada Anticipates Keystone XL Decision by End of
March
BY CLARE FORAN

Facebook

LinkedIn

Twitter

Blog

Presentation Center

Race Tracker

Almanac

Daybook

Government Affairs Insights

Daily

Hotline

Magazine Archives

Advertise With Us

Washington in the Information Age

Network Science Initiative

Ballast Research

FAQs

About

http://www.nationaljournal.com/energy/bp-can-do-business-with-uncle-sam-again-20140313
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=http://njour.nl/s/60426%3Foref=t.co%26mref=twitter_share&text=BP Set to Expand Gulf of Mexico Drilling
mailto:?subject=BP Set to Expand Gulf of Mexico Drilling&body=http://njour.nl/s/60426%3Foref=email_share%26mref=email_share
https://www.nationaljournal.com/s/23983?mref=recommended-1
https://www.nationaljournal.com/?mref=recommended-1
https://www.nationaljournal.com/s/23983?mref=recommended-1
https://www.nationaljournal.com/s/61529?mref=recommended-2
https://www.nationaljournal.com/?mref=recommended-2
https://www.nationaljournal.com/s/61529?mref=recommended-2
https://www.nationaljournal.com/s/65159?mref=recommended-3
https://www.nationaljournal.com/?mref=recommended-3
https://www.nationaljournal.com/s/65159?mref=recommended-3
https://www.nationaljournal.com/s/68482?mref=recommended-4
https://www.nationaljournal.com/?mref=recommended-4
https://www.nationaljournal.com/s/68482?mref=recommended-4
https://www.facebook.com/NationalJournal/?mref=footer
https://www.linkedin.com/company/9313?mref=footer
https://twitter.com/nationaljournal?mref=footer
https://solve.nationaljournal.com/?mref=footer
https://www.nationaljournal.com/presentations?mref=footer
https://www.nationaljournal.com/racetracker?mref=footer
https://www.nationaljournal.com/almanac?mref=footer
https://www.nationaljournal.com/daybook?mref=footer
https://www.nationaljournal.com/search?type=memberdocument&type=memberevent&by=date&mref=footer&sref=footer
https://www.nationaljournal.com/daily?mref=footer
https://www.nationaljournal.com/hotline?mref=footer
https://www.nationaljournal.com/magazine?mref=footer
https://www.nationaljournal.com/bp/617230/advertise-with-us
https://www.nationaljournal.com/wia?mref=footer
https://www.nationaljournal.com/bp/617027/network-science-initiative?mref=footer
https://www.ballastresearch.com/
https://www.nationaljournal.com/faq
https://www.nationaljournal.com/about?mref=footer


Press

Staff

Privacy Policy

Terms & Conditions

Atlantic Media/Careers

By continuing to use this site, you agree to National Journal's use of cookies for analytics and personalization. 

DISMISS

https://www.nationaljournal.com/privacy-policy
https://www.nationaljournal.com/bp/622711/press?mref=footer
https://www.nationaljournal.com/staff?mref=footer
https://www.nationaljournal.com/privacy-policy?mref=footer
https://www.nationaljournal.com/terms-and-conditions?mref=footer
http://www.atlanticmedia.com/careers

	BP Set to Expand Gulf of Mexico Drilling
	PRODUCTS
	TOPICS
	RECOMMENDED FOR YOU


